Background
==========

The knowledge of the nurse in advanced life support and the impact of continuing education in cardiopulmonary arrest in the ICU. Faced with the complications of cardiopulmonary arrest (CPA) in the ICU it is important for nurses to be prepared for emergency actions, mastering the techniques of care and maintaining well-trained staff. The objective was to identify and describe the knowledge of the nurse in advanced life support (ALS) and the impact of continuing education PCR in ICU.

Materials and methods
=====================

Exploratory, descriptive bibliographical integrative analysis of available literature, using the keywords \'PCR\', \'ICU\', \'Continuing Education\', \'Education\', \'Nursing\', which were published between 2002 and 2012, in both conventional and virtual libraries.

Results
=======

Twenty-six publications found and gave rise to two categories. First, the identification of clinical signs and CPR maneuver by the nursing staff and the nurse in the PCR are essential for successful resuscitation: the authors agree that the service systematized-based SAV protocol is essential for there to be success in CPR. Recognition theoretical and practical skills of the staff are among the most important determinants of the success rates of RC \[[@B1]\]. Thus, it is necessary that health professionals, especially nursing staff, be aware of the clinical signs of PCR. Furthermore, the residence time of the professional nursing staff in the ICU causes them to gain more experience, making it easier to identify clinical signs and cardiac rhythms \[[@B2],[@B3]\]. Second, the impact of continuing education on quality of nursing care in a PCR: the proper training of the nursing staff, especially those that operate in the ICU, is vital for emergency treatment PCR. Identifying the theoretical and practical knowledge of staff about the PCR and PCR is an important prerequisite for planning a training service \[[@B2]\]. The nurse as team leader and organizer of the ICU is the right professional to establish measures to be taken at the time of the PCR. The nurse has a responsibility to properly distribute the measures to be implemented at the time of service of the PCR, identifying it early and minimizing damage \[[@B4]\].

Conclusion
==========

Continuing education has significant impact in improving the level of knowledge of nursing professionals, leading to survival of patients in a hospitalized ICU, as it ensures the identification of the signs and symptoms of CRP in patients in the ICU.
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